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CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS (COFA)

Exterior Changes (visible from the public right-of-way)

•Alterations/Additions
•Demolitions
•New Construction
•Landscaping

Design Review



Design Review Process (Commission)
Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

Evaluation of Proposal by Staff

Presentation to the KCHP Commission 

Submitted through CompassKC by deadline (3 ½ weeks before hearing)

Staff’s report sent to applicant, commissioners & neighborhood

Commission recommends approval, continuance or denial

Rehearing may be requested 
within 30 daysNecessary Permits Issued



Design Review Process (Administrative)

Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

Evaluation of Proposal by Staff

7 days for Commission to Request to review case.

Submitted to Preservation Office through CompassKC

Notice of approval sent to commissioners & neighborhood representative

If no comment, then case is approved

Necessary Permits Issued

Approval expires after two years



Administrative Review

• Additions less than 100 sq ft on rear facades
• Awnings
• Driveways
• Lighting
• Paint Color Change
• Porch flooring and railings
• Removal of non-historic features
• ADA compliant ramps
• Roofing replacement
• Storm Windows
• Application Renewals
• Retaining Walls
• Some Fencing











Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal 
change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use.  
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural 
features or elements from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be 
retained and preserved.

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be preserved.



Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation

6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, 
and where possible, materials.  Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary 
and physical evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.  
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials will not be used.

8. Archaeological resources will be protected and preserved in place.  If such resources must be disturbed, 
mitigation measures will be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, 
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  The new work will be differentiated 
from the old and will be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and 
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment 
would be unimpaired.



The Guidelines
THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR'S 
STANDARDS FOR REHABILITATION

…



#1: A property will be used as it was historically or be given a 
new use that requires minimal change to its distinctive 
materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. 

EX: Blossom House (Quality Hill)

Residence         Office

The Guidelines



#2: The historic character of a property will be retained 
and preserved.  The removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided.

EX: Oak Tower 
(before/after)

Stripping of 
ornamental details 
not recommended

The Guidelines



Construct Addition 
Simpson/Yeoman’s Country Side



View from 55th St   View from Wornall

Construct Addition 

Simpson/Yeoman’s Country Side

Under Construction 



Originally Proposed                                Constructed

Construct Addition 

Simpson/Yeoman’s Country Side



Simpson/Yeoman’s Country Side

Construct Addition 

View from 55th St   View from Wornall

In Progress



Install Fencing

Old Hyde Park

Gate

Proposed



After 

Install Fencing

Old Hyde Park



Existing 

Replace Roofing

Joseph H. Foresman Residence

Proposed (in green) 



Replace Roofing

Joseph H. Foresman Residence

After Before

Repair tile roof: 
23.2% of appraised value
Install composition roof: 
7% of appraised value



#3:   Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its 
time, place, and use. Changes that create a false sense of 
historical development, such as adding conjectural features 
or elements from other buildings, will not be undertaken.

EX: Removing  
Victorian details 
and installing non-
historic  Greek 
Revival details not 
recommended

Before                         After

The Guidelines



Front Facade

Replace Railing

Roanoke

South Facade

1895



Replace Railing

Roanoke

Before     After

 NOTE: Did not have to meet City Code



#4:  Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance 
in their own right will be retained and preserved. 

EX: Argyle Building 

1924

1905

The Guidelines



Reconstruct Porch 

Pendleton Heights 

1940     Today 

EX: Porch not original but visible in historic photo



#5:  Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques 
or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a historic 
property will be preserved.

EX: Improper paint  
scheme not 
recommended

The Guidelines



Paint Exterior 

Coleman Highlands

Proposed Color Scheme



Paint Exterior 

Coleman Highlands

Before     After



#6: Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than 
replaced.  Where the severity of deterioration requires 
replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match 
the old in design, color, texture, and where possible, materials.  
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by 
documentary and physical evidence.

window decay beyond repair

The Guidelines



Restore Pergola

Old Hyde Park 

Before Restoration              1940



Old Hyde Park 

Restore Pergola

After



Replace Windows

Southmoreland

1940 Tax Assessor's Photo              Before 



Before            After

Replace Windows

Southmoreland



City Planning and Development Department

#7: Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be 
undertaken using the gentlest means possible.  Treatments 
that cause damage to historic materials will not be used. 

EX: Sandblasting not 
recommended

The Guidelines



#8: Archaeological resources will be protected and 
preserved in place.  If such resources must be disturbed, 
mitigation measures will be undertaken.  

Recommended
Not 
Recommended

The Guidelines



#9: New additions, exterior alterations, or related new 
construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and 
spatial relationships that characterize the property. The new 
work will be differentiated from the old and will be 
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale 
and proportion, and massing to protect the historic integrity 
of the property and its environment.

Incompatible architectural 
additions not recommended

The Guidelines



Construct Garage 

Roanoke



Roanoke

Construct Garage



Construct Garage

Roanoke

Finished



Old Hyde Park 

Cover Box Gutters & Install Gutters & Roofing 



Old Hyde Park 

Cover Box Gutters & Install Gutters & Roofing 



Before           After

Old Hyde Park 

Cover Box Gutters & Install Gutters & Roofing 



Install Skylights 

Greystone 



Install Skylights 

Greystone 

After



New Construct (Infill)

Coleman Highlands Proposed



New Construct (Infill)

Coleman Highlands

After



City Planning and Development Department

#10: New additions and adjacent or related new construction 
will be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the 
future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property 
and its environment would be unimpaired.

Additions that compromise 
original form not 
recommended 

The Guidelines



Enclose Porch 

Roanoke

Proposed 



Enclose Porch 

Roanoke

1940 (before)

After



Install Driveway 

Coleman Highlands



Install Driveway 

Coleman Highlands

Before     After



Construct Addition 

Simpson-Yeomans/Country Side 

1940



Replace Connector 

Quality Hill  

Before     After
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